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1 APOLOGIES

Councillor Bamber sent her apologies but arrived later and attended the second part of the meeting.
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21 October 2024. 
Members approved the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillor Pauline Bamber noted an interest in:

Item 17, as the Lengthsman had requested a quotation from BG Fencing for the supply of Bark Mulch for the Community Garden.

Item 23, as BG Fencing has offered to store the planters free of charge until such time as they can be placed in the agreed locations. 
All councillors noted an interest in Item 10 Budget as this sets the Parish Precept, which they are each subject to as residents.  The Clerk provided dispensation for all councillors to participate in this part of the meeting.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The police provided their apologies for the meeting as they had another commitment.

Public wished to participate on a number of topics:
1. The Orchard Playing Field.

WPC is progressing the design of the parking scheme associated with the Orchard Playing field.  The topography work is complete and a meeting is planned with PCC to go through the parking proposals to obtain their “buy in” before the scheme is drawn up.  Once proposals are finalised the physical work will be tendered out with PCC to manage this process as the land owner.

2. Warding

The public meetings were appreciated. There were requests to install additional 20mph roundalls on Hoyles Lane, possibly with the support of Lea and Cottam Parish.  This requirement has been noted on the CIL project list.
3. Traffic Calming Catforth

It was agreed that excessive speed in Catforth is an issue which needs to be addressed.  It was noted that this scheme has been under development for around 7 years with numerous consultations and scheme revisions undertaken over this period.  LCC highways have now completed the formal consultation on the Traffic Regulation changes (traffic calming) and Speed Limit changes.  As some objections were submitted in these formal processes, the final decision on the scheme will be taken in accordance with LCC processes on 5 December 2024.

Members of the public expressed concerns regarding processes to consult on the scheme as social media had not been employed as a means to communicate with the public.

Members of the public expressed concerns about the following elements of the proposed scheme.

The use of speed bumps, for the following reasons:

· They can cause discomfort or possibly injury to vulnerable members of society for whom the jolting is detrimental.
· They cause noise due to larger vehicles simply driving over them without slowing down.

· The arrangement was not in keeping with the rural setting of the village

· They cause increased pollution from vehicles slowing down and speeding up.

· They cause damage to vehicles, particularly those which are low to the road.

The use of chicanes bumps, for the following reasons:

· They cause increased pollution from vehicles slowing down and speeding up.

· They cause traffic delays 

The public also stated that traffic through Catforth had increased since the New Road (Edith Rigby Way) had opened, which would exacerbate the above issues.

The public indicated that they would prefer to implement reduced speed limits supported by average speed cameras.  Suggestions were also made that reduced speed limits and improved signage was an alternative.
Councillors responded that the proposed scheme does include reduced speed limits in Catforth and that average speed cameras had been considered but that the location was considered unsuitable by LCC Highways and that the proposed traffic calming scheme has been considered the most appropriate by LCC Highways.  The decision on how to proceed with the scheme is now with LCC Highways and therefore any representations should now be made to them.

5 FUTURE CIL PROJECTs
MIN 24/25 064 Councillors resolved that future CIL project ideas should be passed to Councillor Entwistle who will tabulate all proposals and arrange a discussion before the January meeting.
The objective of the discussion is to agree the list of items and the consultation route to obtain public views on the proposals.

6 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
As objections were raised to the initial scheme, in accordance with due process, the entire scheme including both the TROs and SLO will be considered by the LCC authority for a decision on the path forward on 5th December 2024.  

MIN 24/25 065 Councillors resolved that they will inform LCC Highways of the objections to the scheme expressed at the meeting so that LCC Highways are fully informed when progressing their decision making process.

7 SANDY LANE
Councillor Guise informed the meeting that no new sewer is planned for Sandy Lane, so this cannot be the cause of the delay. Work to complete Sandy Lane was stopped by LCC, Councillor Guise is chasing up the reason for this action.
8 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 October 2024 
The Chairman was requested to confirm the parish account statement has been verified with the End of October Bank statements. 
The End of October Balances were:

Current Account    £167,255.93
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
MIN 24/25 066 Members confirmed that the financial statements are correct, and the chairman signed the month end statement.

9 APPROVAL TO TRANSFER FUNDS
MIN 24/25 067 Members approved the transfer of the sum of £77,257.62 to the CCLA account.  This will provide a balance in the CCLA account of £375,000.
10 BUDGET 2025/2026
Members suggested that the budget should be increased to allow for 5 rounds of newsletters/consultation circulars in 2025/6.  This would increase the proposed budget to £69,135.  In addition, it was proposed that the precept should increase by 15% in 2025/6, bringing the proposed precept to £55,275.

The final budget and precent proposals will be presented to the January Council meeting for approval and onward submission to PCC.

The gross budget requirement needs to be submitted to Preston City Council no later than Friday 24 January 2025.
11 APPROVAL OF UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
MIN 24/25 068 Members approved the draft financial regulations.

The draft will now be edited to remove the tracked changes and issued as a final approved version to all councillors.
MIN 24/25 069 Members approved the Clerk to obtain a purchase card, to use where BACs transactions are difficult to achieve.

The arrangements for the use of the card are set out in the financial regulations.  All card transactions will be recorded specifically as Card Transactions on the Agenda and Minutes.

12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 18 November 2024
MIN 24/25 070 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the October meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	September/October payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Postage for the Newsletter 
	Clerk
	£476.00
	Ref 96

	Bank Service Charge
	Unity Trust
	£7.50
	Ref 98

	Additional Charge for Newsletter Delivery
	JPP Media
	£224.40
	Ref 99

	Funding St Annes School Playground Improvements
	St Annes School
	£4,000.00
	Ref 100

	Wreaths
	Royal British Legion (Cheque)
	£40.00
	Ref 101

	Garden October 
	Lengthsman
	£306.49
	Ref 102

	Lengthsman Weeks 29-32
	Lengthsman
	£1520.00
	Ref 103

	Lengthsman Expenses
	Lengthsman
	£53.18
	Ref 104


A  CIL payment of £47,830 was received on 28 October 2024.  The Clerk has written to PCC to confirm whether this payment was paid at the correct rate as the approval of the neighbourhood plan now entitles WPC to 25% of CIL paid by developers on new schemes. 
13 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 071 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk November 2024
	£91.68
	DD
	Ref 97

	RCD for Xmas Lights
	£9.99
	BACs
	Ref 105

	Defibrillator Battery
	£258.00
	BACs
	Ref 106

	Parish Rooms Rental 11 November
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 107

	Parish Room Rental 18 November
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 108

	St Andrews Church Room Rental
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 109

	Catforth Village Hall Room Rental
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 110

	Donation to Catforth Carol Service
	£25.00
	BACs
	Ref 111

	Clerk Salary November 2024
	£996.27
	BACs
	Ref 112

	HMRC PAYE 
	£794.14
	BACs
	Ref 113

	Employer National Insurance
	£147.89
	BACs
	Ref 114

	Broxap 12 Planters
	£12,207.60
	BACs
	Ref 115

	Transfer to the CCLA Account
	£77,257.62
	BACs
	Internal Transfer

	QR Code and Consultation Page
	96.00
	DD
	Ref 116


14 CLERK SALARY REVIEW

MIN 24/25 072 Members noted the increase in the Clerks Salary to £17,073.51, with effect from 1 April 2024.  
15 LOWER HOUSE FARM – SOLAR FARM CONSULTATION

There remains some concerns around the quality of the agricultural land which will be used for the Solar Farm.  The Council will consider this at the appropriate point in the planning process.

16 WARDING ASSESSMENT

At the time of the meeting 255 valid submissions (submissions including a name and address within the parish) had been received.

The Clerk noted that there was not a uniformity of opinion across the Parish with the majority of Rural Residents and the majority of Bartle Residents choosing different options.

MIN 24/25 073 members resolved that the ballot should remain open until 06 January 2025 and the clerk should present the outcome to Councillors prior to the January Meeting, so that the path forward can be discussed at the January meeting.

17 REQUESTS FOR FUNDING

MIN 24/25 074 Members approved a spend of circa £300 to cover the provision of mulch and the replacements of several plants in the Community Garden.
Councillor Pauline Bamber was not present for this discussion.
MIN 24/25 075 Members approved the lengthsman to obtain quotes for applying an anti slip coating to the stones on the war memorial.  The work may proceed subject to delegated approval from the Clerk/Chairman.

18 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
No further update.

19 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
No Further update.

20 GRIT BINS

Councillor green provided some grit bin locations for consideration by PCC.  Councillor Entwistle will forward these to PCC for consideration.
21 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 24/25 076 Members considered and approved the delegated comments for October. 
22 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
No further update.
23 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Bins have now been installed – stickers are awaited on some bins.
Planters – Highways approval has been provided for all planters outside of Catforth.  The Catforth ones will follow after the traffic calming scheme is completed.  A costed proposal for the purchase of the planters including shipment to Preston was provided to the meeting at a total of £12,207.60.  
MIN 24/25 077 Members resolved to place the order for 12 planters at a cost of £12,207.60.

Once the planters are delivered, they will be stored free of charge by BG Fencing until such time as they can be put in place.

Councillor Guise confirmed that he was seeking a number of quotations for the filling and placing of the planters in the approved locations around the Parish.
Proposals for the placement of the planters in location will be brought to the January meeting for approval by the Council.
24 BENCHES

Paul Entwistle is compiling a list of bench locations for submission to LCC for approval.  It was agreed that WPC should put a plaque on each bench indicating that it was supplied by the Parish Council.
A resident has asked whether he can sponsor a bench and put a plaque on it in memory of his late wife.  Councillors considered that it was acceptable for a resident to seek approval from LCC to place a bench by the highway in memory of a relative, but that would be a separate issue from benches supplied by the Parish Council, which would carry a Parish Council plaque.
25 PARKING ON THE ORCHARD

MIN 24/25 078 Members resolved that Parish Council funds could not and should not be used to provide residents parking spaces on the Orchard or elsewhere in the Parish.
The Clerk will notify the local MP of this decision.
26 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
None raised
27 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 20th January 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes for MEETING TO BE HELD IN 





THE PARISH ROOMS, REAR OF ST ANNE’S CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON ROAD, PRESTON





ON MONDAY 18th November 2024 at 7.00pm








1

